[Liver abscess and Crohn' disease. Report of 3 cases].
Liver abscess is a rare complication of Crohn's disease. Its prevalence and mortality are higher in patients with Crohn's disease than in the general population. Owing to its nonspecific clinical presentation, which may be mistaken for reactivation of Crohn's disease or be masked by simultaneous steroid therapy, a high index of suspicion is required for an early diagnosis and prompt treatment. We report 3 cases of Crohn's disease complicated with liver abscess in which the only common features were the absence of clinical or even endoscopic activity of Crohn's disease at diagnosis and the presence of an anastomotic leak due to right ileocolectomy in the previous year. In all patients, outcome was satisfactory with antibiotic therapy and percutaneous catheter drainage.